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API20E Reading Guide 
Inoculation of strip: 

CIT,VP,GEL: fill tube & cupule 

Other tests: fill tube only 

ADH,LDC,ODC,H2S,URE: add drop 

of oil for anaerobic conditions 

Before reading: 

TDA: add 1 drop of Ferric chloride/TDA reagent 

IND: add 1 drop Kovacs / James reagent 

VP test: add 1 drop of VP1 & VP2 reagents; wait 

10 mins; slight pink = +/-  consider both options  

Reduction of nitrates  

NO2: add 1 drop NIT1 & 

NIT2 to GLU; wait 2-3 m 

N2 gas: add 2-3mg Zn; 

wait 5 min  

 

Demonstration of positive results across all tests: 

Reference: API reference literature    Amendment: nil 
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