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Select appropriate media for organism.
Allow media to come to room temp.

Incubate in appropriate
conditions for 18£2h.
Except VAS and
enterococci > 2h

Select 2-3 identical
colonies from the plate
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Apply room temp. discs
within 15 minutes of
swabbing plate
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Emulsify organism in
sterile saline

The 15-15-15 minute rule

Swab plate in 3 directions
Prepare plates so that you

* LUsa tha inoculium within 15 minutes of preparation — and
never beyond S0 minules.

= MApply disks within 15 minutes of inooulating plates.

= Slarl incubalion within 15 minuies of application of desks,

Adjust density to 0.5
McFarland using a

0.5McFariand standard ASM MicrobeLibrary © Hudzicki

and Wickerham card

Expel as much liquid as
possible from the swab by
rotating firmly against the side
of the tube
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