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Commensal and Pathogenic1 micro-organisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         
1 Commonest pathogens are underlined.    2 DFI = Diabetic foot infection 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sterile sites: 

 ID & report <=2 types 

 Discuss/refer if > 2  

Potential contaminants 

(not always- discuss): 

 Coag. neg staph. 

 Bacillus sp. 

 Corynebacterium sp. 

 

 

CSF Sterile! 

 [Viral pathogens]  

 Streptococcus pneumoniae 

 Haemophilus influenzae (type B) 

 Neisseria meningitidis 

 Streptococcus suis (pig-exposed) 

 Mycobacterium tuberculosis 

 Escherichia coli (neonate) 

 Streptococcus agalactiae (neonate) 

 Listeria monocytogenes (rare) 

 
 Ear  Streptococci, Corynebacteria, 

Neisseria species, coag. neg.staph. 

OTITIS MEDIA/MASTOIDITIS 

 [Viral pathogens] 
Streptococcus pneumoniae 

 H. influenzae (non-typeable) 

 Moraxella catarrhalis  

 Streptococcus pyogenes 
OTITIS EXTERNA 

 Staphylococcus aureus 

 Pseudomonas aeruginosa 

 Aspergillus species  

 

Genital   Lactobacilli (pre-

menopause), Corynebacteria, coag. 

neg.staph. Streptococcus 

agalactiae, Enterobacterales (post 

menopause) Candida species  

 Neisseria gonorrhoeae 

 Chlamydia trachomatis 

 [Mycoplasma genitalium] 

 Staphylococcus aureus 
(wound) 

 Haemophilus ducreyi 

 

Wound  Corynebacteria, coag. 

neg.staph. Pseudomonas, GNR 

 Staph. aureus (DFI2, Burns) 

 Strep. pyogenes & other 
beta-haem.strep.(DFI, Burns) 

 Pasteurella (animal bite) 

 Aeromonas (water-exposed) 

 Vibrio (water-exposed) 

 Bacillus (traumatic wound)  

 Anaerobic bacteria (DFI) 

 Pseud. aeruginosa and 
Enterobacterales  (secondary 
considerations for DFI), 
burns) 

 
 

 

Faeces   Enterobacterales, 

streptococci, enterococci, 

staphylococci, yeast 

 [Viral pathogens] 
Salmonella species 

 Shigella species 

 Campylobacter species 

 Vibrio cholerae 

 Other Vibrio species 

 Aeromonas species 

 Clostridium difficile 
(toxigenic) 

 N gonorrhoeae (proctitis) 

Nose   Skin flora 

Staphylococcus 

aureus  

Mouth  
Oropharyngeal  

flora, Candida 

species, Strep. 

pyogenes 

 

 

 

 

Sputum    Strep. Viridans species, H. 

influenzae, Moraxella catarrhalis 

 [Viral pathogens] 

 [Pneumocystis jirovecii] 

 Streptococcus pneumoniae 

 Staphylococcus aureus 

 Streptococcus pyogenes & 
other beta-haem. streptococci 

 Klebsiella & other coliforms 
(ICU, abscess) 

 Acinetobacter sp. (CAP, ICU) 

 Pseud. aeruginosa (ICU)  

 Burkholderia cepacia (CF) 

 Burkholderia pseudomallei 
 

 

 

Eye     Skin flora species 

 [Viral pathogens] 

 Haemophilus influenzae 

 Streptococcus pneumoniae 

 Moraxella catarrhalis  

 Neisseria meningitidis  

 N. gonorrhoeae (neonate) 

 C. trachomatis (neonate) 

 

 
Throat    Oropharyngeal  flora e.g.  

Strep. Viridans species, Neisseria 

meningitidis, staphylococci  

 [Viral pathogens] 

 Streptococcus pyogenes 

 Other large colony beta-
haem.strep (gp C or G) 

 Coryne. diphtheriae 

 Neisseria gonorrhoeae 

 


